Perry Rldge Water Users Association

PRWUA Seeks Membershlp in
Forest Stewardship Council

The Perry Ridge Water Users’
Association has applied for mem-
bership in the Forest Stewardship
Council (seeletter from Marty
Horswell elsewherein this newslet-
ter) and want to be placed into the
environmental chamber. The
Association supports the aims and
activities of FSC and its principles
and criteriafor forest stewardship.
Its support for FSC'saimsis based
on thefollowing actions:

For over 20 yearsthe Perry
Ridge Water Users' Association
has been representing the interests
of water usersthrough research and
education. We advocate for the

implementation of an Ecosystem-
Based Plan for the entire Slocan
Valley. Our goal isto maintain the
quality, quantity and timing of flow
of water suppliesin consumptive-
usewatersheds.

The Board of Directors of the
Perry Ridge Water Users' Associa-
tion has made aformal commit-
ment to work towards sustainable
use forestry that protects all forest
values- including social, eco-
nomic and ecological values and to
participate in fair processes.

For more information contact
Don Warthe 355 2353
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Water System Destroyed

WII this replaceyour water system’> Bourke residents’ new intake.

The Bourke Creek Improvement
District’swater system, which sup-
plies 34 homes at Nine Mile, had to
be turned off after alandslide filled
the creek above the water intake
with debris. Thelandslide started
at aswitchback approximately
eight kilometres up the Sitkum
Creek Forest Service Road. Fifteen
metres wide at the top, the dideran
about 600 metres to Bourke Creek
and then another 200 to 300 metres
down the creek channel.
“Qur rate of flow has been reduced
to ameretrickle of what it was,”
Joe Lintz, chair of the Bourke
Creek Improvement District, said.
Both the box and the dammed area
whereitiswerefull of silt. 1t will
probably take months before the in-
take box can take water out of the
see next page
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creek again and even thén there
will probably be further problems
every spring, Lintz has been told.
“WEe're advised by ministry offi-
ciasthat we should be securing an
intermediate term supply of water
hesaid. “Thisevent could take
several monthsto flush itself
down. What do you do? Dirill a
well.”

There isaconcern about the possi-
bility of having the debrisin the
creek come further down the chan-
nel. “It poses somerisk, | under-

stand, to public safety.” Mr. Lintz
stated.

According to Dwain Boyer (one of
the Government Engineerswho
worked on the Risk Assessment for
Perry Ridge) stated that “ It wasthe
snow melt that did it.” Mr. Boyer
further explained that when
snowmelt saturates an areathe way
it did near the slide after warm
temperatures, theland is vulnerable
to diding. Do Perry Ridge Water
Users face this same fate from For-
est Service Roads on Perry Ridge,

if indeed snowmelt saturates road
areas and cutblocks above our
homes? Perry Ridge Water Users
Association continues to work for
prevention of thiskind of danger-
ous event above our homes and de-
struction of our water boxes and
dam areas as happened to the 34
homes on Kootenay Lake. Perry
Ridge hassimilar steep wet gla-
cial soilsaswherethisdide oc-
curred and where many of the
landslides in the West K ootenay
have occurred.

L_etters:

To the editor, Perry Ridge Newsletter,

Recently | havereceived anumber of re-
guestsfrom the Slocan Valley for
information about Forest Stewardship
Council certification. Your readers
may interestedin FSC'srelevancetowa:
tershed protection issues.
First et medescribewhat FSC
isand how it works.

FSC is an international,
non-government organi-
zation created for the
purpose of implementing

an independent, third-
party certification system
geared to enabling con-
sumersinthe marketplaceto
know that the wood-based prod-
uctsthey purchase comefrom responsi-
bly managed forests. To do this FSC
hasestablished aset of internationaly ap-
plied principlesand criteriafor good for-
est stewardship. These principles and
criteria cover the full range of values,
functionsand servicesinherent in healthy
forests.Based on thesefundamental prin-
ciplesand criteria, each forest region or
country around the world may develop
aset of regional certification standards
that elaboratein greater detail what good
forest stewardship meansin that particu-
lar part of the world. This process has
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FSC Certification

just commenced herein British Colum-
bia
In addition to setting forest stewardship
standards, FSC a so accredits
certifiers - organizations or individuas
with the required technical
qudificationsand professional commit-
ment to FSC's approach to for-
est stewardship. Af-
© ter an exhaugtive
review lasting
more than
two years,
the Valley's
own SilvaFor-
est Foundationis
expected to soon
become the firstFSC
accredited certifier in Canada
Once aparticular forest land manager’s
operations and forest management sys-
tem have been approved by an accred-
ited certifier, that land manager is per-
mitted to sell products from wood har-
vested off those lands with the interna-
tionally recognized FSC Logo on the
label. Theconsumer and retailer demand
for FSC labeled productsisgrowing very
rapidly in Europe and is now beginning
to become a factor in North American
marketsaswell.
So what does this have to do with log-
ging in watershedsin the Slocan
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Valley?
If aforest company or individual har-
vesting forest products in the Slocan
Valley wishesto become certified under
the FSC standard in order to benefit from
the market advantages such certification
will offer, it must be ableto demonstrate
that itsforest operations meet the
FSC standard. FSC Prin-
ciple Six states
“Forest management
shall conserve hiologi-
cal diversity anditsas-
sociated values, water
resources, soils and
unique and fragile eco-
systems and landscapes
and by so doing, maintain
the ecological functionsand thein-
tegrity of the forest.” Criterion 6.5 un-
der this Principle requires that “written
guidelines shall be prepared to ... pro-
tect water resources.”
The detailed FSC standard for B.C. that
is about to be devel oped must
elaborate these general requirements
with the substance and detail appropri-
ate to B.C.’s particular soil types, hy-
drologic regimesand other pertinent en-
vironmental circumstances as well the
habitation patterns and associated risks
to human health and well being. Aswith
any other written standard, the precise
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Erickson residents resist Chlorination

e To the Editor,
A big congratulations and

eartfelt thank you to all of the
people of conscience who have been
so diligently maintaining the block-
ade at the “Watergate”.
This action by the people of
Erickson is cause for celebration. It
isamovement that has taken on a
life of its own with more people
coming on as each day goes by. By
dedicating two hours per week of
their valuable timeto maintaining
the blockade peopl e are demonstrat-
ing their refusal to accept the draco-
nian edicts of the Health Ministry
goon Dr. Andrew Larder.
The blockade is now into itsthird
week and that is three more weeks
with no poison in our precious
water. Thereisstill no word coming
down the pipes about any court
action to have the blockade re-

moved. It may be that the boysin
the back rooms were.completely
unprepared for a population
actually standing up for their
rightsin thisway.

Thejudicia review set for June
22 & 23 will look at theway in
which Dr. Andrew Larder has
dealt with the people of Erickson
and their quite valid concerns

NO CHLORINE

from previous page

wording and its possible interpretations
will determine how demanding or how
permissivethe standard isin actua prac-
tice.
With thisreality in mind individualsand
organizations concerned about the
protection of water resources and do-
mestic watersheds should be planning
now to ensurethey have knowledgeable
and articul ate representation during
the B.C. FSC certification standard de-
velopment process. Arranging for
regional or provincial watershed asso-
ciations to become members of FSC
would beonestepinthisdirection. The
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second and most important would
befor all watershed organizationsto ob-
tain acopy of the B.C. FSC draft
certification standard onceit isreleased,
to study it carefully and to

provide written comments to FSC-BC
on both the good and bad aspects they
seein that draft standard.

Inthefina analysisthe FSC standard for
B.C. can only be as good for
watersheds as watershed advocates
makeit.

Marty Horswill
FSC-BC Coordinator
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regarding.chlorination. In light of
thisit would be prudent for Larder
to stay the order to chlorinate until
after thejudicial review is com-
pleted and the results are made
public.

The gate will be blocked (except in
case of emergency) until we havea
stay of the chlorination order or we
are served with anotice of injunc-
tion. At that point we will chal-
lenge the injunction in court and
pursue amoratorium on the
chlorination order until after the
judicial review has been heard.
The chlorination order should be
stayed until after thejudicial
review hastaken place so that the
EID could have free access to the
intake site and the rest of us could
go home and get on with our lives
for awhile. Thiswould be the only
fair way of dealing with the block-
ade and the concerns of the people
of Erickson

In the meantime the blockade at the
“Watergate” will be maintained and
strengthened and there will be no
chlorinein Erickson water.

If you are against chlorination and
want to get involved call 428-7832
or 428-7479.

Lonnie L ecerf
Water Action Group,Erickson

More about Chlorination in
the next issue.
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This map of Perry Ridge shows some of the effects of a 200 | o Jsiecan
year flood of the Slocan River.Thisinformation was — Slocan West Road

gathered from the Flood Plain maps that are available ‘ cut between Bridges
at the RDCK office and at Volunteer Fire Halls. ‘ A

Thereisconcern that the cunjulative effect of : /.
logging and global warming Will increase _ ’/,< :
L 7/ -, Highway 6 may b
therate of return of 200 year{joods. F S W m;? b\;v?_yem;nnaéreeek
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CSLOCAN

Avis Road cut North
and South of Nelly Creek

* Be proud to stand up °
for water. An active
community is a
strong community.
THE NEXT PRWUA
MEETING IS JUNE
16, 7PM AT THE
WINLAW SCHOOL.
All Perry Ridge resi-

: dents are encouraged
:to come and talk about

° the issues.
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Perrys Bridge cut

Picard Road flooded

Slocan River Road cut South
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Highway 6 cut South of Winlaw

Slocan River Road cut North
of Minart Road

\ - Lebahdo Flats flooded
Va/ IIZN .
‘ Highway 6 cut
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The Perry Ridge Water Users' Association has been representing the interests of water users for
20 years through research and education. We advocate for the implementation of an Eco-system
based plan for the entire valley. We propose that logging take place only in areas that pose no
threat to life, limb, or property. Our goal isto maintain the quality, quantity and timing of flow of
water supplies on Perry Ridge.

J

The Perry Ridge Water Users’ Association
Directors

Marilyn Burgoon, Co-Chair 226-7324 Pamela Stephenson 226-7747 LoisWarthe 355-2353
Don Warthe,Co-Chair 355-2353 LauraTiberti 226-7395  Muffin Benedict 226-7876
Lori Kaufmann 226-7968 Gail Elder 355-2459 Roland Werner 226-7559
Scott Frederick/Kathryn Lavis 226-7935 Philip Pedini 226-7640 Diane Carter 226- 7371

PERRY RIDGE NEEDS YOUR HELP: Thanksfor your ongoing support.
Both time and money are needed. send donations to:
PRWUA G10 C12 RR1 Winlaw VOG 2J0 or
phone 226-7324 or 355-2353




